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consideration of the subject of toxaemia. It was the 
most promising field now presenting for cultivation by 
the therapeutists in nervous affections. 

Dr. Parsons thought that the ratio of toxic insanities 
was not large. Some of the cases, arising from alcohol, 
drugs, and syphilis, could hardly be regarded as directly 
of toxic origin. 

The President said there was a form of insanity 
which might be frequently observed, and which had 
been described as exhaustion insanity. This was toxic 
insanity which he had observed in connection with 
peripheral neuritis. In ordinary cases of insanity asso¬ 
ciated with neuritis, he thought, there must be a toxic 
agent at bottom. 
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Centri Termici e Centri Vaso-Motori in ordine 
Alla Termodinamica Regolarizzatrice in Con- 
dizione Normali e Patologiche. Ulteriori Ri- 
cerche Sperimentali del Dott. Bartolomeo Baculo, 
Napoli, 1891. 

This volume contains ninety-four pages. The experiments were 
made in the Pathological Institute of the University of Naples. The 
temperature was measured by means of the thermopile and the galva¬ 
nometer. He did not investigate the corpus striatum, as the experi¬ 
ments upon this body are unanimous that its irritation causes elevation 
of temperature. To injure the brain and at the same time localize the 
lesion, he used caustics and injections of coloring material. He found 
that lesion of either the posterior third or median part of the thalamus 
caused a notable elevation of temperature over the whole body. A 
greater rise of temperature was noted upon the side of lesion, and 
especially of the anterior extremity. Lesions of the tubercula, quadri- 
gemina, and especially the nates, caused a general rise of temperature, 
with a higher temperature upon the side of lesion and in the posterior 
extremity. Puncture of the thermic cortical centres caused a fall of 
temperature more marked on the side opposite the lesion. There was 
no preliminary trepanning in these experiments, and the basal centres 
of the brain were not involved. The fall of temperature in these experi¬ 
ments lasted some days. Lesions of the lateral ventricles caused a 
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general depression of the temperature. He believes in the localization 
of thermic centres, and divides them into thermogenic and thermo- 
inhibitory, the former being at the base of the brain, the latter in the 
cortex. 

He holds that the basilar thermogenic centres act directly upon the 
tissues and without the intervention of the vaso-motor system. 

The cortical inhibitory centres cause a reduction of temperature by 
a direct action upon the thermogenic centres at the base of the brain. 
The path of thermic inhibition is different from that of vaso-motor 
inhibition. 

The phenomena of hypothermia and hyperthermia are due to exci¬ 
tation and not to paralysis. 

If the cortical centres are more functionally excited than the basal 
hypothermia ensues; if the basal excitation preponderates then hyper¬ 
thermia results. The spasm or paralysis of the cutaneous vaso-constrictors 
does not have any influence upon these phenomena. He concludes his 
monograph with a theoretical explanation of the phenomena of fever, 
holding that its temperature-part is dependent upon the nervous system 
and its thermic centres. Isaac Ott. 

Lectures on Diseases of the Spinal Cord. By Pierre 
Marie, M.D., Associate Professor of the Faculty of 
Medicine of Paris. Pp. 504; 244 illustrations. G. 
Masson, Paris, France, 1892. 

This volume contains thirty-eight lectures upon diseases of the 
spinal cord. The author, from his long hospital experience and his 
intimate association with the neurological clinics of la Salpetriere has 
had ample opportunity for closely studying his subject. A careful 
perusal of the work shows that each disease has been treated with a 
thoroughness and attention to detail which leaves little room for unfavor¬ 
able criticism. And yet, when the reader has turned the final page, he 
cannot but wonder why the book was ever written. 

As a series of lectures to students they are excellent; thoroughly 
exhaustive, and well expressed. But they contain nothing new, nothing 
which has not been just as well said for many years. The major part of 
the volume deals with the anatomy both normal and pathological, and 
with the symptomatology of the various spinal affections. Tabes dor¬ 
salis naturally receives the greatest part of the author’s attention. Very 
nearly half the volume is devoted to the consideration of this disease. 
The lectures on the Symptomatology and Morbid Anatomy are a com¬ 
plete resume of the subject, and the chapter on Tabetic Arthropathies is 
one of the most important and interesting features of the work. In 
regard to the treatment of diseases of the spinal cord the author has but 
little to say. Whether it is that he feels the hopelessness of any efforts 
directed against organic disease, or whether he considers that the treat¬ 
ment of disease is of minor importance compared to the pathology and 



